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A report on the Iditarod Trail race tells how it began, how dogs and mushers train for it, the

problems they face on the thousand-plus-mile course, and the thrill of completing the run across

some of Alaska's harshest terrain.
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Grade 1-4-- A heavily illustrated, easy-to-read explanation of the Iditarod Sled-Dog Race. Through

spare text and stylized illustration, basic information is given about the dogs, the history of the race,

the environment in which it is run, and some of the rules. (The recent change not to allow mushers

to stay in private homes is not included.) The watercolor illustrations are whimsical and give the

book charm. Attractive borders add visual interest to some pages; however, the Eskimo sun glasses

found in one of them are not identified as such and are apt to cause confusion. The oversimplified

text and illustrations mislead readers into thinking that Eskimo cultures are the only ones on the trail,

while three-quarters of the race goes through Athapaskan Indian villages. The overall effect of the

book, however, is a positive portrayal of an unusual sport. Mush! will be useful in primary-grade

classrooms involved in Alaska studies, and for those junior armchair adventurers who long for the

romance of the frigid North and the ``Last Great Race.'' --Mollie Bynum, Chester Valley Elementary

School, Anchorage, AKCopyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Beautiful pencil and watercolor illustrations help tell the story of the Iditarod. Seibert tells the history



of the sled dogs and the sleds that were originally built and used by the Inuit, and then adopted by

the settlers who came to Alaska. As modern transportation replaced the dogsled, one man, Joe

Redington, wanted people to remember the heroic dogs who brought the medicine to Nome in 1925.

Thus, the Iditarod was establish in 1973. The text describes the training and some of the difficulties

faced by the intrepid racers and their dogs. A good choice for younger readers. -- MARILYN

COURTOT - CHILDREN'S LITERATUREGr 1-4-- A heavily illustrated, easy-to-read explanation of

the Iditarod Sled-Dog Race. Through spare text and stylized illustration, basic information is given

about the dogs, the history of the race, the environment in which it is run, and some of the

rules....The watercolor illustrations are whimsical and give the book charm. Attractive borders add

visual interest to some pages....The overall effect of the book...is a positive portrayal of an unusual

sport. Mush! will be useful in primary-grade classrooms involved in Alaska studies, and for those

junior armchair adventurers who long for the romance of the frigid North and the ``Last Great Race.''

-- SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL; November 1992; Mollie Bynum, Chester Valley Elementary

School, Anchorage, AKGr. 2-4 Children often assume that all dogs are pets. But the sled dogs that

run in the annual 1,000-plus-mile Iditarod race from Anchorage to Nome, Alaska, are work dogs,

just as their ancestors were. The race was organized...in 1973 as a tribute to the sled dogs that

delivered lifesaving diphtheria medicine to Nome in 1925. This striking volume...begins with a

history of the relationship between the Eskimos, or Inuits, and their dogs....The smooth text is

sprinkled with fascinating details....The dogs wear hand-sewn booties for protection, and a driver

may need as many as 1,000 for a single race. Attractive watercolor paintings portray the strong,

handsome animals and starkly beautiful landscape, and delicate, distinctive border scenes

embellish many of the pages of text. An unusual volume that celebrates a unique vision of survival

and courage along icy paths of triumph. -- BOOKLIST; September 15, 1992 --This text refers to an

out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

I use this with my 2nd grade students and they love it. Excellent introduction to the Iditarod Sled

Dog Race. While some of the rules of the race have changed (the number of dogs that can be

harnessed at the start and the ability of the mushers to sleep in cabins/homes in the checkpoints)

the book contains a lot of facts about the Iditarod. Highly recommended!

My 20 month old son cannot get enough of this book. He loves the drawings. He loves the little

sounds and stories we have made up for each page. At least three times a day, he grabs this book

and begs us to read it to him. And I know when he is older he will be able to use the wonderfully



simple but detailed text to write a report on the Iditarod. I can't believe we have to take it back to the

library. We are definitely ordering him his own copy today. Too bad a new one is so expensive.
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